
ALFOODACT 02/03 
Recalls Chicken of the Sea Tuna Because of High Histamine Levels. 

 

1. Reference:  

a. DLAR 4155.26/AR40-660/NAVSUPINST 10110.8c/AFI 48-116/MCO 10110.38C, DOD 
Hazardous Food and Nonprescription Drug Recall system.  
b. Allied Communications Publication 121, US SUPP-1(F). 

2. During the Calendar Year 2002, fifteen (15) ALFOODACT messages were issued. Based 
on laboratory results from the United States Army Veterinary Command (VETCOM) Food 
Analysis and Diagnostic Laboratory, 2472 Schofield Road, Bldg 2630, Fort Sam Houston, TX 
78234-6232, the DSCP Consumer Safety Office is recalling specific Chicken of the Sea Tuna 
products. These products may be implicated in a foodborne outbreak that occurred at a children’s 
Day Care Center at Patrick AFB, FL on 28 January 2003. According to the laboratory report, 48 of 
214 staff and children became ill after consuming the product in the form of tuna salad. There 
was an immediate allergic reaction of facial swelling, breathing difficulty and numbness of the lips. 
These symptoms are indicative of Scombroid Poisoning. See Paragraph 6 in this message for 
more information on Scombroid Poisoning.ion expeditiously. Message recipients should take the 
appropriate and necessary follow-up actions for subsequent deliveries of the recalled item(s) to 
ensure compliance with the initial recall.  

3. Production Dates/Identifying Codes: The following products are subject to the recall:  

• Chicken of the Sea Premium Light Tuna, 43 oz plastic pack   
Package Code: CC22M/N 6AFXM  

• Chicken of the Sea, 66.5 oz can, Chunk, White Tuna  
Package Code: CK6FC B6CLE  

4. Manufacturer: The labels for both products read as follows:  

   Distributed by Chicken of the Sea, International  
   San Diego, CA 92121  

5. Distribution: Products are known to be distributed by Sysco Food Services of Central Florida 
to the Florida area, but may not be limited to Florida.  

6. Reason For Recall: Samples of the 43 oz tuna pack and prepared tuna salad exceeded the 
FDA regulatory limit for histamine.  While the canned tuna did not exceed the FDA regulatory limit 
for histamine, as a matter of caution, those products are also being recalled.   
High levels of histamine can produce an allergic reaction called Scombroid Poisoning when the 
fish is consumed.  Fishery products that have been implicated in Scombroid Poisoning include 
the tunas (e.g., skipjack and yellowfin), mahi mahi, bluefish, sardines, mackerel, amberjack, and 
abalone.  The most commonly reported symptoms of Scombroid Poisoning include rash, flushed 
skin, facial swelling, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, headache, dizziness, a peppery taste in the 
mouth, burning throat, stomach pain, itchy skin, tingling, and palpitations.  Symptoms can occur 
immediately to several hours after consumption of food with high levels of histamine.  They 
typically last for a few hours, but in certain cases can last for several days, and may require 
administration of antihistamines.   

Histamine, in small doses, is necessary for the proper functioning of the human immune system. 
However, histamine may trigger severe allergic reactions when consumed in high doses.  



According to published reports, the presence of high levels of histamine always indicates that 
decomposition has occurred, even if the decomposition is not obvious.  Toxic amounts of 
histamine can form before a fish smells or tastes bad.  

7. Directions for Message Recipients:  

a. Accountable personnel will:  
(1) Immediately inventory stocks to identify the above items.  

(2) Secure in a "medical hold" status to provide assurance of no further 
issue/sale/use of the items.  

(3) Disposition Instructions:  

(A) Accountable activities having stock should contact appropriate 
distribution channels for credit and replenishment procedures.  

(B) Ships at Sea are authorized to destroy or dispose of recalled 
products at their discretion. Documentation for the number of pounds 
and cases, and any additional pertinent information must be signed by 
the accountable officer and is required for the purpose of recouping to 
the government the cost of the product involved. Information shall be 
forwarded by priority message to this center.  
In addition, all signed documentation must be faxed or mailed to CW3 
Melinda Strother at Defense Supply Center Philadelphia (DSCP-
HSQ), Directorate of Subsistence, Bldg 6, 700 Robbins Ave, Phila., 
PA, 19111. Voice mail is DSN 444-7746, Commercial (215) 737-7746, 
Fax (215) 737-7526. 

(b) Further Instructions: As a potential for adverse health consequences exists, activities 
known to have issued/sold the above items are authorized to notify their customers. 

8. Instances of Human Illness related to this recall should be reported to DSCP-HS, DSN 444-
4259, Commercial (215) 737-7746, or by Fax to (215) 737-7526, and upon request be confirmed 
in a priority message to this center. POC for this message is CW3 Melinda F. Strother, 
Consumer Safety Officer, at DSCP-HS, DSN 444-7746, commercial (215) 737-7746, or by Fax to 
(215)737-7526.  

 


